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Governance in water

� The water crisis is essentially a crisis of 
governance

� Governance in water is about how we as 
individuals and as a society manage, use and 
allocate resources and distribute services

� It’s about politics and decision-making on who 
gets what water, when and how!



Matrix on poverty and governance – Poor people suffer most!

‘Immediate’ causes of poverty How corruption affects ‘immediate’ causes of poverty

Lower investment and growth - Unsound economic policies due to vested interests
- Distorted allocation of public expenditures/investment
- Elite corporate interests capture laws and distort policymaking
- Absence of rule of law and property rights
- Governance obstacles to private sector development

Poor have smaller share of growth - State capture by elite of government policies 
- Regressiveness in public expenditures and investments
- Unequal income distribution

Impaired access to public services - Bribery imposes regressive tax and impairs access and quality of
basic services for health, education, and justice

- Political capture by elites of access to particular services

Lack of health and education - Low human capital accumulation
- Lower quality of education and health care          

Source: Kaufmann, 2000, WB.



Corruption: Water development dimensions

� Poverty reduction in jeopardy ---- Corruption is increasing 
investment risks and makes it harder to raise much required 
financial resources for Watsan and IWRM

� Environmental sustainability compromised --- over-abstraction of 
water and water pollution leading to eco-system and livelihood 
losses,

� Social equity is at risk due to skewed water resources allocation 
and unequal distribution of water services

� Makes it more difficult to meet challenges of climate change, food 
and water security

� Impacts of corruption are much broader than economic growth 
and service delivery, undermining social capital, human and 
democratic rights and the rule of law, all of which otherwise 
empower the poor. 



Corruption: Water development dimensions

� In essence, it will be more costly and it will take 
a much longer time to reach the Millennium 
Development Goals!

� Corrupt practices may siphon off as much as 20-
30% from public water sector budgets every 
year. This translates into USD 48 billion in 
additional costs over the next decade to reach 
the MDGs on water and sanitation (GCR, 2008).



Myth Buster

� Myth: Corruption just greases the development 
engine

� Reality: Corruption deprives people from better 
water services and access to water resources. It 
can lead to water pollution and over-abstraction 
of water sources

� So, the reality is that that corruption drains 
development effort and makes it harder for 
people to break out from poverty



The GOOD news – Something can be done! 

The water sector holds good potentials of setting the good 
example by:

� Increasing accountability and transparency in water 
programming

� Applying tools and methodologies to reduce corruption. E.g 
Codes-of-conduct, citizen’s monitoring, Public Expenditure 
Tracking, accounting/procurement procedures etc.

� Promoting broad alliances between governments, private 
sector and civil society, like the WIN and other networks

� Making water consumers/users and regulators work 
together

� Strengthening capacities and awareness among water 
managers, regulators, decision-makers and the like



The GOOD news – Something can be done! 

Changes within the water sector to promote water integrity will go 
a long way in reducing corruption, but broader changes will be 
needed within society to enable and provide incentives to water 
sector stake-holders. Some of these include:

� Strengthening of judiciary systems – Access to justice and redress

� Access to Information Acts being fully implemented etc.

� Strengthening of openness and participatory mechanisms in 
decision-making

� More and better partnerships between national anti-corruption 
commissions and the water sector

� Strengthening of civil society and media voices for corruption 
monitoring



THANK YOU!

www.waterintegritynetwork.net

www.watergovernance.org


