


Water Integrity In Action

Curbing Illegal Sand Mining in Sri Lanka

The Water Integrity Network (WIN) series Water Integrity in Action aims
to look into detail at specific themes or areas of the water sector that
have been affected by corruption. The purpose of the series is to share
good practices so that evidence is documented to benefit the water
sector and to help strengthen the fight against corruption.  

Without sand, there can be no construction of buildings, roads, airports,
parking lots, bridges, ports or many of the other things that we take 
for granted in modern life. River sand mining has become a very
controversial practice today and illegal sand mining is often becoming
the norm. Very often however, despite such controversy, the practice
continues unabated. This first publication in the WIN series “Water
Integrity in Action” explores how the island nation of Sri Lanka has
managed to curb illegal sand mining along two of its major rivers –
Maha Oya and Deduru Oya. Such action was largely due to the
campaign efforts of the Sri Lanka Water Partnership and NetWater,
supported by Global Water Partnership and Water Integrity Network.
Although the campaign is far from over, the aim in this publication is 
to take stock of the situation, to document the progress made so far 
as well as the challenges that lie ahead.

The Water Integrity Network (WIN) is an action-oriented coalition of
organisations and individuals promoting water integrity to reduce and
prevent corruption in the water sector. Its membership includes the
public sector, the private sector and civil society, as well as leading
knowledge-based organisations and networks in the water sector. 
WIN works through knowledge sharing, advocacy, capacity building 
and the development and promotion of tools to improve integrity in 
the water sector. As of 2013, WIN is funded by grants from the
governments of Germany (BMZ), The Netherlands (DGIS), 
Sweden (Sida) and Switzerland (SDC). 
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